Pastors.Com [info@pastors.com]

Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2006 5:58 PM

To

Subject: Letter sent to Saddleback Church Family from Pastor Rick Warren
ABOUT SYRIA

Dear Saddleback Family,

Tomorrow our team headshomefrom athree-nation PE.A.C.E. plan tour of Germany, Syria, and Rwanda.
Our trip began withaPE.A.C.E. Plan briefing for 44 Christian missionsorganizationswe' d gatheredin
Atlanta

Inhindsight, | wishwe' d been better preparefor our visit to Syria. We woul d have handled some meetings
differently, watched our words more closdly, and been more aware of the agendaof their

state press. Wewanted tojust dlip in and out, but that’snearly impossiblefor meto do anymore. It'sbeena
learning experience. Be sureto read the pressrelease at the end of thisnotethat givesyou all thedetails.

Why didwegoto Syria? Thesimpletruthisthat | wasinvited by my neighbor, Yassar. Whenwearrived,
our first event wasahome cooked meal with 20 of Yassar’sfamily. Then, wewere shown many

of thehistorical Christian sitesin Syria: theroad to Damascuswhere Paul was converted, Straight street
wheretheHoly Spirit led Paul, the house where Ananias prayed for hishealing, thewall where Paul wasl et
downin abasket to escapethe Romans, thetomb of John the Baptist and the oldest Christian church
buildinginexistence.

Next, my neighbor arranged for usto meet somekey Christian leaders, Mudlim leaders, and government
leaders- including the president of Syria. Franklin Graham hashad yearsof experiencewith Lebanonand
Syria, so 1 asked him what to say to the Syrian President. Franklin told me, “ Thank himfor protecting the
freedom of Christiansand Jewsto worship there.”

Asweleft, theofficid state-controlled Syrian newsagency issued some pressreleasesthat sounded likel
wasapolitician negotiating the Irag war by praising the Syrian President and everything elsein Syrial Of
course, that’sridiculous, but it created astir among bloggerswho tend to editorialize before verifying the
truth. Doesit seemironic to you that peoplewho distrust Syriaare now believing Syrian pressrel eases?

In our meeting with the president, | explained (asusua) the Saddleback PE.A.C.E. Plan, and hegave us
permissionto sendteamsto Syria

Friends, | am awarethat inaccuracies, misgquotes, and mispercel ved motivations get reported about me
inthepressdaily. Mogt of thetime, | just ignorethem. Jesussaid, “ If theworld hatesyou, remember that it
hated mefirst.” (John 15:18- NCV)

| lovethe paraphrase of Matthew 5:11-12 (M sg): “ Count yoursel ves blessed every time people put you
down or speak liesabout you to discredit me. What it meansisthat thetruthistoo closefor comfort and
they areuncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—for though they don’t likeit, | do! And all
heaven applauds. And know that you arein good company. My prophets and witnesses have alwaysgotten
intothis kind of trouble.”



Just don’t believe everything you read on
the Internet or hear inthe media.

| loveyouall and I’ m praying for thisweekend's
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION OFFERING. I’'m excited about getting back hometo
seeyou!

Pastor Rick
PRESS RELEASE
A. Larry Ross

Kigali, Rwanda, November 16

—Dr. Rick Warren, best-selling author of The Purpose Driven Lifeand founding
pastor of Southern Caifornia s Saddleback Church, concluded afour-day
pastoral visitto Syriaearlier thisweek as part of athree-nation pastoral
training and PEACE Plan tour. Thetrip began last week in Germany, where
morethan 5,000 church leaders gathered to hear Dr. Warren give an overview
of aplanto mobilizelocal churchesto attack the global problemsof poverty,
diseasg, illiteracy, corruption and spiritual emptiness. Similar training

with church|eadersin Rwandacontinuesthisweek.

Contrary to reports by the official state-controlled

Syrian newsagency, Dr. Warren wasin Syriato meet with and encouragethe
country’skey Christian |eaders; dialoguewith top Muslim leaders; and promote
religiousfreedom. Leaderswho met with Dr. Warrenincluded the Patriarchs

of the Greek Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church; theleader of the
coalition of Evangdlical Churchesof Syria; and the pastor of theworld's

oldest standing church dating back to 315AD; and M ufti of theArab Republic
of SyriaSheitkh Ahmad Badr Al-Din Hassoun.

Dr. Warren'svisit to Syriawas neither officia

nor political, but rather came out of apromiseto hisMuslim neighbor in

Cdifornia. Whilediscussing over their backyard fence Warren' sfrequent

international travel, the neighbor asked himto visit hishome country of

Syria, withitsmany sites sacred to Christiansand church history that
date back 2,000 years.

Many Americansdon’t realizethat both Christianity

and Judaism arelegal in Syria. In addition, the government providesfree
electricity and water to all churches; alows pastorsto purchaseacar

tax-free (atax break not givento Muslimimams); appoints pastorsas Christian
judgesto handle Christian cases; and allows Christiansto create their

owncivil law instead of havingtofollow Mudimlaw. Every Christianwith
whom Dr. Warren’steam met — including thosein the city of Malula, where
they represent two-thirds of the population — expressed gratitudefor the
government’s protection of their right to worship.



" Let there be no doubt about our support for

President Bush, our troopsin Irag and thewar on terror,” hetold the M ufti.
When asked if American opinion had turned against the Iraq war. Warren replied,
“Yes—TheNew York Timesreported that 80 percent of Americansindicated

in Election Day exit pollsthey now oppose keeping troopsinIraq.” Later,

Dr. Warren'steam wastold by aSyrian official that it would beamistake

for American troopstoimmediately pull out.

Because Dr. Warren often meetswith presidents

of nationshevisits, hisneighbor also arranged ameeting with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad. Dr. Warren sought counsel in advancefrom Syrian experts
inWashington, and wastold that Syria sstate-controlled mediawould likely
distribute pressrel eases after the meeting, which they did.

" The Syrian government haslong had abad
reputationin America, but if one considersapositive action likewelcoming
inthousands of Christian refugeesfrom Irag, or the protection of freedom
toworshipfor Christiansand Jewsin Syria, it should not beignored,”
Dr. Warren said from Rwanda. Hefurther explained that intermsof religious
freedom, Syriaisfar moretolerant than placeslike Burma, Cuba, Iran,
Irag, and nationsidentified inthe U.S. Commission Report on I nternational
ReligiousFreedom. “Mudimsand Chrigtianshavelived sideby sidein Syria
for morethan athousand years, often with mosques and churches built next
to each other,” he added. “What can welearn from them?

"1 believeitisamistaketo not talk to

nations considered hostile— isolation and silence has never solved conflict
anywhere, whether between spouses or between nations,” Dr. Warren concluded.
Hefurther shared hisexperiencein Rwanda, acountry that isexperiencing

peace after yearsof conflict by emphasizing reconciliationinstead of retaiation.
He noted that, asa pastor, he dways urges couplesin conflict to keep

talking to each other — no matter how angry they are. Aslong asthey keep
talking, thereishopefor aresolution; but if they refuseto eventalk,
divorceisinevitable.

Other issues Dr. Warren discussed with Syrian

religious, academic and governmental |eadership included theimportance

of civil dialogueamong religions, possi ble student exchange and academic
cooperation with Christian universities; and Saddleback Church’'s“PE.A.C.E.
Pan” totrainlocal churchesto attack poverty, disease, corruption, illiteracy,
and spiritua emptinessin cooperation with businessesand governments.
-End-



